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Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following passages and decide which choice (1), (2), (3) or (4) best fits each
space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Applied behavior analysis, a set of techniques based on the behavioral principles of
operant conditioning, is effective in a range of educational settings. For example, teachers can
alter student behavior by systematically rewarding students who follow classroom rules with
praise, stars, or tokens exchangeable for sundry items. Despite the demonstrated efficacy of
awards in changing behavior, their use in education has been criticized by proponents of self-
determination theory, who claim that praise and other rewards undermine intrinsic motivation.
There is evidence that tangible rewards decrease intrinsic motivation in specific situations,
such as when the student already has a high level of intrinsic motivation to perform the goal
behavior. But the results showing detrimental effects are counterbalanced by evidence that, in
other situations, such as when rewards are given for attaining a gradually increasing standard
of performance, rewards enhance intrinsic motivation. Many effective therapies have been
based on the principles of applied behavior analysis, including pivotal response therapy which
is used to treat autism spectrum disorders.

1- What does the passage mainly discuss?
1) Behavioral Perspective in Education 2) Effective Educational Settings
3) Efficacy of Awards in Behavior 4) Applied Behavioral Analysis
2- The expression operant conditioning in the 1%t and 2" refers to .............

1) Conditioning in which the desired behavior are followed by a rewarding or reinforcing
2) Conditioning based on disorganized association between a behavior and punishment
3) Repeated pairing of separate stimuli in order to create an automatic response

4) Pairing of the conditioned stimulus with the unconditioned stimulus

3- According to the passage, teachers can ............... student behavior by systematically
rewarding students who follow classroom rules with praise, stars, or tokens
exchangeable for ............. items.

1) preserve — different 2) keep-uniform
3) change — various 4) modify - similar

4- Which of the following is NOT mentioned by the author in the passage?
1) Using awards in education is not accepted by opponents of self-determination theory.
2) Using awards in education is not accepted by supporters of self-determination theory.
3) Awards are effective in changing behavior.
4) Awards are successful in reshaping behavior.

5- According to self-determination theory, the praise and other rewards ...............
motivation.
1) weakens external 2) weakens inherent

3) strengthens inherent 4) strengthens external
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One can infer from the passage that when the student already has a high level of
intrinsic motivation to perform the goal behavior, ............. .

1) his incentive to study more will increase

2) his stimulus to study more will intensify

3) touchable rewards reduce his intrinsic motivation

4) touchable rewards strengthen his intrinsic motivation

If the author is right, then rewards ............ intrinsic motivation in case they are given
for ............. a gradually increasing standard of performance.

1) strengthen —obtaining 2) strengthen - avoiding

3) weaken — confronting 4) weaken — acquiring

PASSAGE 2:

Two fundamental assumptions that underlie formal education systems are that students
(a) retain knowledge and skills they acquire in school, and (b) can apply them in situations
outside the classroom. But are these assumptions accurate? Research has found that, even
when students report not using the knowledge acquired in school, a considerable portion is
retained for many years and long-term retention is strongly dependent on the initial level of
mastery. One study found that university students who took a child development course and
attained high grades showed, when tested ten years later, average retention scores of about
30%, whereas those who obtained moderate or lower grades showed average retention scores
of about 20%. There is much less consensus on the crucial question of how much knowledge
acquired in school transfers to tasks encountered outside formal educational settings, and how
such transfer occurs. Some psychologists claim that research evidence for this type of far
transfer is scarce, while others claim there is abundant evidence of far transfer in specific
domains. Several perspectives have been established within which the theories of learning
used in educational psychology are formed and contested. These include behaviorism,
cognitivism, social cognitive theory, and constructivism.

What does the passage mainly discuss?

1) Knowledge Acquired in School 2) Learning and Cognition
3) Formal Education Systems 4) Long-term Retention
According to the passage, formal education systems ..................: (a) the students

should retain knowledge and skills they acquire in school, and (b) the students should be
able to apply them in situations outside the classroom.

1) bring about two essential presuppositions

2) are based on two minor presuppositions

3) are based on two essential hypotheses

4) bring about two minor hypotheses

Research has found that, even when students report not using the knowledge acquired
in school, a ................ for many years.

1) great part of the skill is given up

2) great part of the knowledge is preserved

3) trivial portion of the skill is preserved

4) trivial portion of the knowledge is given up

According to the author, long-term retention .................. of mastery.

1) depends on the absolute level 2) relies on the ultimate level

3) depends on the final degree 4) relies on the early degree



12-

13-

14-

15-

16-

17-

One can infer from the passage that there s ............... about how knowledge obtained
in school transfers to tasks encountered outside formal educational settings.

1) no agreement 2) no disagreement

3) little agreement 4) little disagreement

Some psychologists claim that research evidence for far transfer is ......... , while others
claim there is .......... evidence of far transfer in specific domains.

1) mean — scarce 2) bountiful — scarce

3) rare — plentiful 4) average - plentiful

What does the pronoun these in line 14 refer to?

1) perspectives 2) educational forms

3) contested theories 4) theories of learning
PASSAGE 3:

Each person has an individual profile of characteristics, abilities and challenges that

result from predisposition, learning and development. These manifest as individual
differences in intelligence, creativity, cognitive style, motivation and the capacity to process
information, communicate, and relate to others. The most prevalent disabilities found among
school age children are attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), learning disability,
dyslexia, and speech disorder. Less common disabilities include mental retardation, hearing
impairment, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and blindness.
Although theories of intelligence have been discussed by philosophers since Plato,
intelligence testing is an invention of educational psychology, and is coincident with the
development of that discipline. Continuing debates about the nature of intelligence revolve on
whether intelligence can be characterized by a single factor known as general intelligence,
multiple factors (e.g., Gardner's theory of multiple intelligences), or whether it can be
measured at all. In practice, standardized instruments such as the Stanford-Binet 1Q test and
the WISC are widely used in economically developed countries to identify children in need
of individualized educational treatment. Children classified as gifted are often provided with
accelerated or enriched programs. Children with identified deficits may be provided with
enhanced education in specific skills such as phonological awareness. In addition to basic
abilities, the individual's personality traits are also significant, with people higher in
conscientiousness and hope attaining superior academic achievements, even after controlling
for intelligence and past performance.

What does the passage mainly discuss?

1) Predisposition, Learning and Development

2) Individual Differences and Disabilities

3) Theories of Intelligence in Philosophy

4) Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

According to the passage, every individual has a personal description of qualities,

capabilities and problems that come from .............. , learning and development.

1) predilection 2) preparation 3) sensitivity 4) environment

One can infer from the passage that people ....................... in intelligence,
creativity, cognitive style, motivation, etc.

1) are similar 2) are distinctive

3) all manifest the same qualities 4) all manifest ordinary features



O amio 401D ONYY)as — by,

19-

20-

21-

22-

23-

24-

If the author is right, then attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, learning disability

and dyslexia are the most .............. found among school age children.
1) outstanding diseases 2) excellent disorders
3) occasional diseases 4) common disorders

Which of the following is NOT mentioned by the author among the less common
defects?

1) abnormal development of the intellect ~ 2) paralysis caused by brain damage

3) disabilities in reading and writing 4) disabilities in hearing

According to the author, intelligence testing ............ .

1) and psychology emerged simultaneously

2) has existed since early philosophers like Plato

3) and philosophy appeared simultaneously

4) has existed before early psychologists like Plato

One can infer from the passage that the measurability of intelligence is still
1) inclusive 2) un-doubtful 3) comprehensive 4) controversial

Which of the following is NOT true of instruments like the Stanford-Binet IQ test and
the WISC?

1) Their main goal is to recognize the children who need educational cure.

2) They are widely accepted instruments to measure intelligence.

3) They are commonly used in economically progressive countries.

4) Their employment in developing countries is disallowed.

According to the passage, children ............. are provided with improved education in
particular abilities like phonological awareness.

1) classified as gifted 2) grouped as talented

3) classified as having deficits 4) grouped as having basic abilities

The author finally states that the ................ also important on top of fundamental
capabilities.

1) person's character is

2) person's conscientiousness is

3) individual's past performances are

4) individual's superior academic achievements are

PASSAGE 4:

In the 1950s and 1960s, largely influenced by the work of German philosopher Martin
Heidegger and Danish philosopher Seren Kierkegaard, psychoanalytically trained American
psychologist Rollo May pioneered an existential branch of psychology, which included
existential psychotherapy, a method of therapy that operates on the belief that inner conflict
within a person is due to that individual's confrontation with the givens of existence.
Existential psychologists differed from others often classified as humanistic in their
comparatively neutral view of human nature and in their relatively positive assessment of
anxiety. Existential psychologists emphasized the humanistic themes of death, free will, and
meaning, suggesting that meaning can be shaped by myths, or narrative patterns, and that it
can be encouraged by an acceptance of the free will requisite to an authentic, albeit often
anxious, regard for death and other future prospects.
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Austrian existential psychiatrist Viktor Frankl drew evidence of meaning's therapeutic
power from reflections garnered from his own internment, and he created a variation of
existential psychotherapy called logo-therapy, a type of existentialist analysis that focuses
on a will to meaning (in one's life), as opposed to Adler's Nietzschean doctrine of will to
power or Freud's will to pleasure.

In addition to May and Frankl, Swiss psychoanalyst Ludwig Binswanger and American
psychologist George Kelly may be said to belong to the existential school.

What does the passage mainly discuss?
1) Positive Assessment of Anxiety 2) Humanistic Themes of Death

3) Existentialism in Psychology 4) Meaning's Therapeutic Power

Who is the founder of the existential branch of psychology based on the passage?

1) Rollo May 2) Viktor Frankl

3) Martin Heidegger 4) Seren Kierkegaard

According to the existential psychotherapy, psychological clash within a person
........................ existence.

1) has resulted in his correspondence with universe

2) is because of his congruity with existence

3) has resulted in his confrontation with universe

4) 1s because of his conflict with existence

How were psychologists classified as humanistic?

1) In that they changed humanistic themes like death and free will.

2) In that they evaluated anxiety positively.

3) In that they regarded human natural as impartial.

4) In that they shaped meaning by myths.

According to the passage, Austrian psychiatrist drew evidence of meaning's

therapeutic power from reflections ............... .
1) gathered by his own inspection 2) collected from his own burial
3) gathered from his own experiment 4) collected by his own investigation

Which of the following scientists definitely belongs to the existential school based on
the passage?

1) Viktor Frankl 2) George Kelly

3) Ludwig Binswanger 4) Alfred Adler
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