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Part A: reading comprehension

Directions: read the following six passages and answer the questions by choosing the best choice
(1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Daniel Goleman is discussing his famous “impulse control" test at a San Francisco
lecture and has the entire audience's attention. Goleman, a psychologist and science writer, is
the author of the best-seller Emotional Intelligence, a fascinating book about recent
discoveries in brain research that prove emotional stability is more important than 1Q in
determining an individual's success in life. One of the highlights of the book, Goleman
explains to his audience of foundation leaders, educators, and grants donors is a test
administered thirty years ago that Goleman calls “The Marshmallow Challenge."

In this experiment, four-year-old children were individually called into a room at
Stanford University during the 1960s. There, a kind man gave a marshmallow to each of them
and said they could eat the marshmallow right away, or wait for him to come back from an
errand, at which point they would get two marshmallows.

Goleman gets everyone laughing as he describes watching a film of the preschoolers
while they waited for the nice man to come back. Some of them covered their eyes or rested
their heads on their arms so they wouldn't have to look at the marshmallow, or played games
or sang to keep their thoughts off the single marshmallow and waited for the promised double
prize. Others -- about a third of the group - simply watched the man leave and ate the
marshmallow within seconds. What is surprising about this test, claims Goleman, is its
diagnostic power: A dozen years later the same children were tracked down as adolescents
and tested again. "The emotional and social difference between the grab-the-marshmallow
preschoolers and their gratification-delaying peers was dramatic,”" Goleman says.

The ones who had resisted eating the marshmallow were clearly more socially
competent than the others. "They were less likely to go to pieces, freeze or regress under
stress, or become rattled and disorganized when pressured; they embraced challenges and
pursued them instead of giving up, even in the face of difficulties; they were self-reliant and
confident, trustworthy and dependable.

“The third or so who grabbed the marshmallow were" more likely to be seen as shying
away from social contacts, to be easily upset by frustrations, to think of themselves as
unworthy, to become immobilized by stress, to be mistrustful of prone to jealousy, or to
overreact to certain situations with a sharp temper.

And all because of single marshmallow? In fact, Goleman explains, it's all because of
a lone neuron in the brain, only recently discovered, that bypasses the neocortex -- the area of
the brain where rational decisions are made - and goes straight to the amygdale, or emotional
center of the brain. It is here that quicker, more primitive "fight or flight responses occur, and
are stored for future use. The more that emotional memories involving temper, frustration,
anxiety, depression, impulse, and fear pile up in early adolescence, the more the amygdale
can "hijack the rest of the brain." Goleman says. "by flooding it with strong and inappropriate
emotions, causing us to wonder later, "Why did | overreact?




1- What does the passage mainly discuss?
1) The best-seller Emotional Intelligence
2) Daniel Goleman's tests of emotional intelligence
3) Testing and measuring emotional intelligence in children
4) Role of emotional intelligence in influencing people’s future social life
2- According to the passage, Daniel Goleman ...........
1) thinks that emotional intelligence can be taught
2) conducted experiments on children, who were tested again as adults
3) states that emotions are as important as intelligence in achieving success
4) plans to present a series of lectures to make people aware of the importance of emotions

3- According to the passage, all of the following are among the characteristics of people
with a high emotional intelligence EXCEPT....
1) they can deal with stress 2) they take things personally
3) they are successful in their social life 4) they are willing to take risks

4- It can be inferred from the passage that ....

1) people have varying degrees of emotional intelligence
2) Goleman is a faculty member at Stanford University
3) emotional intelligence emerges at birth
4) society does not heed emotional intelligence
5- Which of the following conclusions can be drawn from the passage?
1) People who have a high emotional intelligence cannot make rational decisions.
2) Intelligent people can easily work at improving their emotional Intelligence.
3) As we grow older, we become less likely to possess a higher level of emotional intelligence.
4) If the emotions stored in the brain are those of hope and optimism, then they serve us for
the rest of our lives.

PASSAGE 2:

Recently, psychologists at some leading universities have looked at what "luck™ really
mean. They found there are three types of situations that people usually associate with luck.
The first is circumstance, such as being born in a wealthy family or inheriting athletic genes.
Obviously, this type of situation is beyond anyone's control-people can't change the
circumstances of their birth. The second is random chance events, such as rolling dice, which
are also beyond our control. Your chances of getting a seven when rolling two dice or of being
hit by a falling meteor are based on statistics. The third type of situation includes events such
as getting your dream job or meeting your ideal spouse. It is in this third area that researchers
say we may be able to have more control over our luck.

A professor from England, Robert Wiseman, believes that people can influence their
own luck in good or bad ways. Wiseman did a series of experiments with people who believed
they were naturally lucky or unlucky. He found a clear connection between the attitude of the
participants and the amount of "luck™ they had. He found four important attitudes and actions
of "lucky" people. First, they are open to opportunities and make the most of situations that
arise. Second, they trust their intuitions and often make decisions based on them. Many
meditate or do yoga to help keep in touch with their intuitive senses. Third, they think
positively and expect good things to happen. Having a positive attitude means they smile and
laugh more, which attracts others and may create opportunities. Fourth, lucky people tend to




focus on the good in each situation, whereas negative people tend to focus on the bad side.
Finally, lucky people typically don't give up easily.

Professor Wiseman also trained people to make themselves luckier. He asked them to
keep a journal and write down only the good things that happened each day. After several
days, people who used to feel unlucky began to see themselves as lucky, and those who
originally felt lucky thought they were even luckier.

6- Why did the author write this passage?

1) To entertain readers

2) To persuade readers to try positive thinking

3) To advise readers how to be lucky in games of chance

4) To inform readers about the connection between attitude and luck
7- The word "'them™ in line 15 refers to .....cceueeee.

1) opportunities 2) situations 3) intuitions 4) decisions
8- According to the passage, Robert Wiseman............ccccoevenee. .

1) claims negative people can never feel lucky

2) studied the behavior of lucky and unlucky people

3) found that most people are unaware of how lucky they are

4) believes there is no way to change people's attitudes toward luck
9- According to the passage, all of the following are characteristics of lucky people

EXCEPT that they .....cccccevvennennn..

1) look on the bright side 2) trust their gut feelings

3) try not to miss opportunities 4) do yoga to lose their sense of reality
10- It can be understood from the passage that the writer is likely to ......................

1) consider himself a lucky person

2) believe people can create their own luck

3) doubt that we can have control over factors affecting our luck

4) believe there's always the same amount of good luck and bad luck in the world
PASSAGE 3:

A sense of humor has long been considered an important character trait. People
regularly rank humor as one of the most important traits that they look for when choosing a
friend, a roommate, an employee, Or a potential spouse. Public speakers are told to begin their
speeches with a joke, and sales personnel are told they will have more success if they can get
their clients laughing before they begin their sales pitch.

There is medical research to indicate that laughter can reduce stress and even extend
life. Clearly, humor is Important, but few people spend much time thinking about the topic of
humor. There are, however, a couple of important facts that everyone should know about
humor.

One is that humor is learned, not inherited. Infants have no sense of humor, but quickly
learn what is funny from their parents and later from friends and from books, television,
magazines, and movies. It is therefore, possible to sharpen your sense of humor, no matter
what your age. Another important fact to remember is that humor is highly subjective. What
is funny changes from era to era, from country to country, and from group to group. A joke
book from the nineteenth century may contain a few funny jokes, but it also contains jokes




that leave us scratching our heads and wondering "Why was that funny? Similarly, if you go
to a comedy act when you visit another country, you probably won't laugh as hard or as often
as the other people in the audience, even if you understand the language perfectly. This may
be in part because you don't understand the cultural references a joke about a politician that
you have never heard of will probably not be very funny--but it is also because there are some
basic differences in what people in various countries think is humorous.

Studies have also shown that men and women find different things funny, and so do
people of different age groups. All of this indicates that you have to pay attention to your
audience when you employ humor. What you find hilarious, someone else may find baffling
or even offensive.

11- the massage mentions medical research in paragraph 1 in order to ...........
1) further support the importance of humor
2) moderate the main point already made in the same paragraph
3) express surprise at some people's failure to appreciate humor
4) name a benefit of humor with which people are expected to be more familiar
12- The passage states that people’s sense of humor ..................
1) is innate
2) is acquired
3) is hard to teach to those who lack it
4) declines with age
13-  Which of the following is part of the argument in the passage to prove that humor is
highly subjective?
1) It depends on the topic of conversation. 2) It varies from era to era.
3) It is age-independent. 4) It is hard to define.
14-  The passage refers to "a politician” in paragraph 2 primarily in order to ....
1) llustrate the impact of politics on the meaning of humor
2) Claim that political issues are not funny in some countries
3) Give an example of the effect of cultural differences on people's reaction to humor
4) Provide support for the general rule that humor is affected by people's political stance
15-  Thereissufficient information in the passage to answer which of the following questions:
1) Why is humor generally regarded as the most important trait to possess?
2) Why are you advised to consider your audience to be able to make more effective used of
humor?
3) What. Prompted medical researchers to conduct studies to probe the effects of laughter on
human health?
4) What makes business people who begin their sales pitch with humor more successful than
those who do not?
PASSAGE 4:

Dissociative identity disorder is a psychological condition in which a person’s
identity dissociates, or fragments, thereby creating distinct independent identities within one
individual. Each separate personality can be distinct from the other personalities in a number
of ways, including posture, manner of moving, tone and pitch of voice, gestures, facial




17-

18-

19-

20-

expressions, and use of language. A person suffering from dissociative identity disorder may
have a large number of independent personalities or perhaps only two or three.

Two stories of actual women suffering from dissociative identity disorder have been
extensively recounted in books and films that are familiar to the public. One of them is the
story of a woman with twenty-two separate personalities known as Eve. In the 1950s, a book
by Corbett Thigpen and a motion picture starring Joanne Woodward, each of which was
titled The Three Faces of Eve, presented her story; the title referred to three faces, when the
woman Known as Eve actually experienced twenty-two different personalities, because only
three of the personalities could exist at one time. Two decades later, Carolyn Sizemore,
Eve’s twenty-second personality, wrote about her experiences in a book entitled I’'m Eve.
The second well-known story of a woman suffering from dissociative personality disorder is
the story of Sybil, a woman whose sixteen distinct personalities emerged over a period of
forty years. A book describing Sybil’s experiences was written by Flora Rheta Schreiber and
was published in 1973; a motion picture based on the book and starring Sally Field
followed.

It is Note stated in paragraph 1 that someone suffering from dissociative identity
disorder has

1) a psychological condition

2) a fragmented identity
3) a number of independent identities
4) some violent and some nonviolent identities.

It is indicated in paragraph 1 that distinct personalities can differ in all of the

following ways EXPECT ...................
1) manner of dressing 2) manner of moving
3) manner of speaking 4) manner of gesturing

Itis indicated in paragraph 2 that it is NOT true that Eve...............
1) suffered from dissociative identity disorder
2) starred in the movie about her life
3) had twenty-two distinct personalities
4) had only three distinct personalities at any one time
It is Not stated in paragraph 2 that The Three Faces of Eve .............
1) was based on the life of a real woman
2) was the title of a book
3) was the title of a movie
4) was made into a movie in 1950

All of the following are mentioned in paragraph 2 about Carolyn Sizemore EXPECT

1) wrote I'm EVE

2) was one of Eve’s personalities

3) wrote a book in the 1970s

4) was familiar with all twenty-two personalities




PASSAGE 5:

The human brain, with an average weight of 1.4 kilograms, is the control center of the
body. It receives information from the senses, processes the information, and rapidly sends
out responses; it also stores the information that is the source of human thoughts and feelings.
Each of the three main parts of the brain — the cerebrum, the cerebellum, and the brain stem —
has its own role in carrying out these functions.

The cerebrum is by far the largest of three parts, taking up 85 percent of the brain by
weight. The outside layer of the cerebrum, the cerebral cortex, is a grooved and bumpy surface
covering the nerve cells beneath. The various sections of the cerebrum are the sensory cortex,
which is responsible for receiving and decoding sensory message from throughout the body;
the motor cortex, which sends action instructions to the skeletal muscles; and the association
cortex, which receives, monitors, and processes information. It is in the association cortex that
the processes that allow humans to think take place.

The cerebellum, located below the cerebrum in the back part of the skull, is made of
masses of bunched up nerve cells, it is the cerebellum that controls human balance,
coordination, and posture.

The brain stem, which connects the cerebrum and the spinal cord, controls various
body processes such as breathing and heartbeat. It is the major motor and sensory pathway
connecting the body and the cerebrum.

21- what is the best title for this passage?

1) brain: the most important part of body 2) brain: the most massive part of body
3) brain: function and structure 4) brain: processing data
22- The passage states that the most massive part of the brain is .............
1) brain stem 2) cerebellum 3) cerebrum 4) cerebral cortex
23- The “cerebral cortex” is ............

1) a layer of nerve cells in the brain

2) a layer of the brain beneath the cerebrum

3) aridged layer covering the cerebrum in the brain

4) a part of the brain that makes up 85 percent or the brain
24- The sensory cortex ......cceeeeeerenennne.

1) provides a surface covering for nerve cells

2) is where the human process of thinking occurs

3) senses that messages should be sent out to the muscles

4) receives and processes information from the senses

25- According to the passage, cerebellum ..........cccevevnnnnen.

1) controls breathing 2) is responsible for balance

3) is located above the cerebrum 4) is the outside layer of the cerebrum
PASSAGE 6:

Teaching is supposed to be a professional activity requiring long and complicated
training as well as official certification. The act of teaching is looked upon as a flow of
knowledge from a higher source to an empty container. The student’s role is one of
receiving information; the teacher’s role is one of sending it. There is a clear distinction
between one who is supposed to know (and therefore not capable of being wrong) and
another, usually a younger person who is supposed not to know.




27-

28-

29-

30-

However, teaching need not be the province of a special group of people nor need it
be looked upon as a technical skill. Teaching can be more like guiding and assisting than
forcing information into a supposedly empty head. If you have a certain skill, you should be
able to share it with someone. You do not have to get certified to convey what you know to
someone else or to help them in their attempt to teach themselves. All of us, from the very
youngest children to the oldest members of our cultures should come to realize our own
potential as teachers. We can share what we know, however little it might be, with someone
who has need of that knowledge or skill.

According to the passage, teaching is ................

1) a technical skill

2) the act of guiding and helping people

3) forcing information into an empty head

4) like a flow of knowledge to any container

To transfer your knowledge to someone who need it, you ......................
1) should get certified 2) have to act as a special teacher
3) must do a professional activity 4) need not have a special certification
Having official certification .............cccevnee.

1) is difficult just like teaching

2) helps us to be perfect teachers

3) needs long and complicated training

4) is a need for sending information to others

You can find out from the passage that the studentis ...............

1) always the younger person

2) the one who is guided by knowledge

3) a person with an empty head

4) a person who doesn’t have any skill

According to the passage, which sentence is NOT true?

1) All of the people can potentially be teachers.

2) Teaching is not the province of special people.

3) Teaching is a professional activity which needs a special skill.

4) If we have just a little knowledge, we can still act as a teacher.
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